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July 9, 2009

Reps. Mayes (C), Geiss (Maj. VC), Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry,
Johnson, Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn (Min. VC), Crawford,
Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne Schmidt, and Schuitmaker

Michigan House Committee on Energy and Technology

Dear Committee Members,

We are writing to express our support of HB 4999 (2009) because it affords the same
rights and responsibilities to utility subcontractors that are currently given to utilities for
the use of weight-restricted county roads during the months of March, April and May.
HB 4989 provides vital exemptions to the application of Michigan's “Frost Law”.

As a trade association for commercial tree care companies, we represent at least 20
utility subcontractors doing business in Michigan. Michigan’s current Frost Law has a
negative impact on utility subcontractors. The law takes effect during the months of
March, April and May each year. During these months, weight limits on certain county
roads are generally reduced by 35 percent. This weight limit reduction presents
special problems for utility line clearance (tree trimming) subcontractor. Many
utility/utility subcontractor repair and maintenance vehicles cannot conform to reduced
weight limits; however, the need for reliable and efficient utility service does not end
during those months.,

Michigan's Frost Law only partially accommodates the important needs of its citizens
and businesses for reliable and efficient utility service. Michigan's utilities and their
subcontractors may use county roads under Michigan's un-reduced weight limits to
respond to emergencies. However during these three months, utilities, but not their
subcontractors, may obtain permits for their vehicles to use county roads under un-
reduced weight limits for non-emergency utility work such as trenching for
underground electric and gas service and tree trimming in preparation for spring
storms. Subcontractors do much of this work. Denying utility subcontractors the same
ability to obtain permits to use county roads degrades utility industry efforts to operate
reliably and efficiently.

Our members provide line clearance, storm restoration and related services to the
utility industry. Collectively they provide employment to thousands of Michigan
residents. We believe that HB 4999, which allows utilities and subcontractors
permitted use of weight-restricted county roads, is a fair compromise between the
interests of maintaining roads and providing reliable and efficient utility service. Our
members’ crews work side by side, or often in advance of the utility crews, and their
work must be accorded the same privileges and responsibilities.
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